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THE ORDER FOR
CONFIRMATION

OR LAYING ON OF HANDS
UPON THOSE THAT ARE
BAPTIZED AND HAVE COME TO
THE AGE OF DISCRETION

Presenters Reverend Father
in God, I present to you these
persons to receive the laying
on of hands.

Bishop Take care that the
persons whom you present be
duly prepared and ready to
receive the laying on of
hands.

Priest I have instructed
them and inquired of them
and believe them to be ready.

Then the Bishop (or some other
Minister appointed by him) shall read
the following

Dearly beloved, these are
they to whom we propose,
God willing, to administer the
Apostolic rite of the laying on
of hands.

The Church has thought it
good to order that none shall
be confirmed, but such as can
say the Creed, the Lord’s
Prayer, and the Ten
Commandments, and are
further instructed in the
Church Catechism, set forth
for that purpose.
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This order is very
convenient to be observed:

First. Because it is evident in
various places in holy
Scripture that the Apostles
prayed for and laid hands on
those who were baptized; and
this is also agreeable with the
usage of the Church since the
Apostles’ time. This holy rite
is reckoned in the Letter to the
Hebrews to be one of the first
principles of Christ.

Secondly. In order that
persons, having come to the
years of discretion, may
acknowledge openly the vows
made at their Baptism and
dedicate their lives to the will
of God.

Thirdly. In order that by
prayer and the laying on of
hands they may be
strengthened by the Holy Spirit
to confess the faith of Christ
crucified and to fight bravely
under his banner against sin,
the world, and the devil, and to
continue Christ’s faithful
soldiers and servants unto their
life’s end.
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The Renewal of
Baptismal Vows

Bishop Do you here, in the
presence of God and of this
congregation, renounce the
devil and all his works, the
vain pomp and glory of this
world, and all the sinful lusts
of the flesh?

Students I renounce them all.

Bishop Let us recite the
Articles of our belief:

People. I believe in God
the Father Almighty, maker
of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried: he descended
into hell;
the third day he rose from
the dead; he ascended into
heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father
Almighty;
from thence he shall come
to judge the quick and the
dead.
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I believe in the Holy Ghost; the
holy catholic Church; the
communion of Saints; the
forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

Bishop Do you believe the
Christian faith as it is set forth
in this Creed?

Students ~ All this I stedfastly
believe.

Bishop  Will you then
endeavour to keep God’s

holy will and commandments,
and to walk in the same all the
days of your life?

Students I will, God being my
helper.

The Confirmation

Bishop  Our help is in the
Name of the Lord;

People  Who has made
heaven and earth.

Bishop  Blessed be the Name
of the Lord;

People Henceforth, world
without end.

Bishop  Lord, hear our prayer;
People  And let our cry come
unto thee.
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Bishop Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God,
who has vouchsafed to
regenerate these your servants
by water and the Holy Spirit,
and has given to them
forgiveness of all their sins:
Confirm and strengthen them,
we beseech you, O Lord, with
the Holy Spirit the Comforter,
and daily increase in them your
many gifts of grace; the spirit
of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might;
the spirit of knowledge and
true godliness; and fill them, O
Lord, with the spirit of your
holy fear, now and forever.

People Amen.

Then with all of the students in order
kneeling before the Bishop, he shall
lay his hand upon the head of
each one, saying:

Bishop Defend, O Lord, this
your Servant N with your
heavenly grace, that he/she
may continue yours for ever;
and daily increase in your Holy
Spirit, more and more, until
he/she comes to your
everlasting kingdom. Amen.

Then the Bishop shall say:
The Lord be with you;
People. And with thy spirit..
Bishop. Let us pray.
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