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the Pennsylvania Germ.an Culture 

By Don Yoder 

I. 
The lingu istic history of the Penn ylva nia Germ a ns 

is complex. T he student dea li ng with the culture ha 
to be competent in three la nguage - High German, 
which was the cultura l la nguage in the ea rli er stages 
of the culture' development ; Engli h - the cul tura l 
la nguage to day; a nd Penn sylva nia German o r " Penn-
sylvania Dutch " di a lect - the la nguage of everyday 
communicat io n in family a nd neighborhood I. If we 
add to thi s High German as influenced by dialect, 
and English as influenced by di a lect, we get a total 
of five ra ther tha n three " languages" which have been 
in use in varying combinatio ns with each o ther since 
the culture first began to sha pe up in the co lonial 
period ' . 

The stages of lingui stic development parallel the 
acculturation of the Germa n and Swi s settlers of the 
17th and 18th Century and the continuing acculturation, 
Americanization, or secula ri zation of their descendants 
to the present. As is the ca e with a ll ethnic groups 
with a non-Engli sh la nguage, lingui stic acculturation 
is forwarded or slowed by the group's sense of ethnic 
identity in relation to the dominant culture. In other 
studies I have traced the development of the ethnic self-
consciousness of the Pennsylvania German com-
munity' . In thi s paper I wish to concentrate on the 
linguistic developments , in particular the very recent 
development of di a lect services in the Pennsylvania 
German churches. 

In my earlier .studies I have analyzed three trends in 
Pennsylvania German linguistic history : Germanizing, 
Americanizing (radical anglicizing), and dialectizing . 
The Germanizing and Americanizing trends developed 
in the 18th Century and continued into the 19th Cen-
tury, when in the public aspects of the culture English 

' For the linguisti c history of the Pennsylvan ia Germa ns, see 
Don Yoder, "The Pennsylvania Germans: A Prelimina ry Reading 
List," Pennsylvania Folklife, XXI:2 (Winter 197 1- 1972), 5-7 . For 
trilingua lism , see J . William Frey, "Amish Triple-Talk," American 
Speech, XX :2 (1945),85-98. 

' Ra lph C. Wood, " Pennsylvania 'High Germa n," Germanic 
Review, XX (1945) , 299-314. 

' Don Yoder, "Akkulturatio nsprobleme deutscher Auswanderer 
in Nordamerika," in GU nter Wiegelma nn , ed ., Kullureller Wandel iii? 
19. lahrhundert (G611ingen , 1973): pp . 184-203; and Don Yoder , 
" Penn ylvani a German Folklore Research: A Histo ri ca l Ana lysi ," 
in Glen n G. Gi lbert , ed., The GerJl1an Language in AJI1erica (Aus-
tin, Texas, 197 1), pp. 70-105, 148- 163. 
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Dialect Sunday School Program, Huff's Church, 
1974. 
won out over German . The institutions involved in 
the struggle were church, chool, and family. One by 
one these institutions gave up High German, leaving 
English and dialect surviving together in the 20th Cen-
tury. The school dropped German first, in the mid-
19th Century when the free public or tate schools 
replaced the German-language pa rochial schools of 
the churches and sects·. The churches continued 
German - services at a dwindling chedule (3 services 
German, I English per month in the ear lier period to 
3 services English and one German service per month 

, Iyde S St ine, " The Pennsylva nia Germans and the School," 
in Ra lph Wood, ed ., The Pennsylvania Germans (Prince ton, .J., 
1942), pp. 103- 127 . 



in the later era) '. The year 1935 is the approximate 
cutoff date for the dropping of all German services 
in the Pennsylvania German rural churches, with the 
exception of the sects - Old Order Amish and Old 
Order Mennonites - which still continue to use a 
High German which has been described as "Pennsyl-
vania High German" - somewhere midway between 
standard German and the dialect, although nearer to 
standard German 6 • In some cases after 1935 funerals 
and private communion were conducted in German at 
the request of individuals, but the public services of 
the Lutheran and Reformed (United) Churches, the 
largest church groups in the culture, were now English 
rather than German. 

The language transition was a bitter and difficult one, 
with strong opinion ranged on either side. From 
1806, when the first all-English Lutheran church was 
set up in Pennsylvania (St. John' s in Philadelphia), 
after a lengthy court case' , until the 1930' s, when the 
last German services were dropped in the rural congrega-
tions, countless discussions and arguments were held, and 
pamphleteering and journalizing carried on, over the 
"language question" . The arguments ran from the 
old folk cliche that "after all, God spoke German" 
(citing Genesis I in Luther' s version) to the pragmatic 
Americani zing stance that Engli sh was after all the 
national language and to continue German was a handi-
cap to local progress. 

2. 
Pastor Helmuth of Philadelphia was the great "Ger-

manizer" in the culture in the period from the Revo-
lution of the War of 18128 • In hi s length y "Appeal 

' See in pan icular, Hei nz Kloss, "Germa n-American La nguage 
Mai menance Effons," in Joshua A . Fishman , ed . , Language Loya/(y 
ill Ihe Ulliled S,OIes: The /vtaillfenance and Perpell.wlion oj Non-
English M Olher Tongues by A mer ican Elhnic and Religious Groups 
(The Hague, 1966) , pp . 206-252 . For a regiona l example, see 
Ira D. Lan dis, " The Germ an-English T ra nsit ion in La ncaster 
County," The A merican-German Review, June 1945,8-9,27. 

' As late as fo n y yea rs ago the 1935 Schedule Jor Longswamp, 
Ziegel's & Hil/ Church, three rural Reformed ch urches in Lehigh 
and Berks Counties, Pennsylva nia, li sted German services fo r the 
Hill Church o n Ja nua ry 6, February 3, Ma rch 3, March 31, 
Germa n Communi on on April 28, May 26 , June 23 , Jul y 21, 
Germa n Ha rvest Ho me Service o n August 13, September 15, 
German Communion on October 13 , November 10, and December 8. 
There was one English service a mo mh a t the Hill C hu rch a t 
th is time. The Pas to r was Donald M . C. Englen , now professo r 
o f Old Testa ment a t the La ncaster Theologica l Seminary. 

' See C. F. Huch , " Di e deutsche Sprache in den deutschen 
Kirchen ," Milleilungen des DeUlschen Pionier - Vereins von Ph ila-
delphia, Heft 20 (1911 ), 23-26; fo r the la nguage q uarrels in 
Philadelph ia Lutheranism , see Ja mes Ca rson , Tr ial oj Frederick 
Eberle and Olhers (Philadelphi a, 18 17). Eberl e a nd associa tes we re 
accused of "i ll egall y conspiring toge ther ... to prevent the intro-
duction of the Engli sh la nguage into the service o f SI. Michae l's 
and Zion's Churches". 

' Justus Hei nrich Christi a n Helmu th (1 745- 1825 ) was a di stin-
guished scho la r , fo under o f the German depa rtment of the Uni -
versity of Penn sylvani a, a nd fro nt- ra nking leader o f American 

in the post-Muh lenberg genera ti o n. See the 
Dicllonary oj A merican Bioxraphy, V" I, 5 I 5-5 I 6. 

to the Germ ans in America, " publi shed in 1813, he 
predicts the cultural loss that would come when the 
culture shifts from German to Engli sh: 

Your English-raised children now lose all the 
edification which they could have in the German 
worship service - the beautiful German prayers -
the fine catechising - the many spiritual songs 
and hymns, with which our forefathers comforted 
themselves in necessity and at death, and where 
the English language is much too poor that one 
could ever translate them correctly; all the funda-
mental devotional books, which they can no longer 
read in their mother tongue; German seriousness 
in worship, which - say what one will - is 
encountered in no English church in such biblical 
purity, and so equally removed from all sensual 
fanatici sm on the one hand and on the other from 
the ice-cold manner of a pure rationalist, as in a 
well-ordered German church. 

Neither the Presbyterians with their sense of order, nor 
the Methodists with their" fire," nor the Episcopalians 
are proper church homes for the Germans. His plea 
is to remain German, found German schools to per-
petuate German culture here. Like other onesided 
Germanizers he indulged in romantic prophecy: 

What would Philadelphia become in 40 years , if 
the Germans there remain German, if they keep 
their language and customs? It would not even 
take 40 years for Philadelphia to become a German 
city, as much as York and Lancaster are German 
counties ... And what would in this case become 
of all Pennsylvania and the upper part of Mary-
land in 40 or 50 years! An entirely German state, 
where the beautiful German language would com-
monly be spoken, as years ago in Germantown, 
even in the high state councils and in the courts9 • 

Ernst Ludwig Brauns, who had served Lutheran 
churches in Pennsylvania before 1820, returned to 
Germany and kept up a barrage of highly critical treat-
ments of American-German culture from the German-
izing standpoint. The "anglicized Germans" or 
"Irish-Germans," as he calls them, form a large and 
vocal party in the German churches, particularly in 
the cities . Their purpose is to "remove German from 
the churches and sub titute English in them, since 
their 'ladies' and their children, who speak only Eng-
li sh, don't understand German anymore." For thi s 
the parents were to blame, and he lament that American-
Germans could not keep up German service as do those 
much older German congregations in Russia, Denmark, 
England, Turkey and elsewhere that Germans have 
settled. He is against the introduction of English 

''' Zuruf a n di e Deut schen in Amerika ,': Evangelisches Magazin , 
" (1 8 13). 43-47, 65-71 , 174- 177, 193-197. For a n a na lys i of 
Helmuth as Germ ani zer , see Hein z Kl oss , Um die Eif1ig llf1g des 
DelllscllOmerikallerlllms: Die Geschicille eiller II/l Vo l/elldelell Vo lks-
gruppe (Berlin, 1937) , C h . 5: "Die Helmuth -Bewegung". 
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Newspaper notice of German services in 
Kut zrown area, 1915. 

1935 • Schedule 
FOR 

Longswamp, Zieger s & Hill Chureh 
• I • 

All times are Standard Time, unless otberwiee 
m a rked. (D. S. T .) Daylig ht Saving Time. 

All services are in English , unl ess otherwise 
mark pu . «(l) sen-ices In German. 

J'an . 6-Hill ((l) 1).30 A . M. 
J'a n . 13-Z iegel's, 10 A. M . Longswamp 2 P . M. 
J an . 20-1111 1. 1I.3il A. M. 
J'on . 27- Lon gswn mp. 10 A. M. Ziegel' s, 2 P . M. 
F ph. 3- H il l, «(l). 9.30 A . M . 
F e b . 10-Ziegel's, 10 A . M . Longswamp, 2 P . M. 
F e ll . Ii- llill. 9.3il A . M . 
Feb. 24-Longswamp, 10 A. M . Ziegel's, 2 P . M. 
M:1r. ?- lI dl. (G) . A . M . 
Ma r. 10-Zi!'gel's, 10 A . M . 2 P . M . 
Mllr . 17- lI ill .\ . 
Ma r . 24- Lon gswamp. 10 A. M . Ziegel's, 2 P . M . 
Ma r . :' 1 "ill (G) .\ . M . 
Apr. ' - Zi ('gel ' •. 10 A . M . Longswamp, 2 P. M . 
A pr. 11 - 11 ;' 1 !):'O .' . M . 
A pr. 21- (Easter) L o n g's wnmp. Co mmnnlon, 9:lO A . 

P. M . 
A pr. Ge r mnn ('ommnnion, 9.30 A . M . 
Ha y 5-Zle gel ' s , Communi o n , 9.30 A . M . Longs -

2 I I. :"Iof. ( P . T . ) 
M ny 12- fHII. E'1glish Co mmunion, 9 .30 A. M . 
M ny 1!}-Longswamp, 9 .30 A. M . (D. S . T.) Z ieg el ' s , 

10 A. M. 
May «(l). 9.30 A . M 
June 9.30 A . M ., (n. S . 'I'.) Zi, 'g('l's, 

10 A . 
Jnn " !I- Jlil!. 9.30 A. M . 
J lIlI" 16- J. o n ..;"",nmp, A . M . (n. S. T .) , Zle-

g-el' s . 10 A. II'!. 
J Un P n - II III. (G) , 9.30 A . M . 
June 30-Longswamp , 9.30 A . M . (D. S . T .) Zlegel' l, 

10 A. III. 
JlIl y 7- HIIi . 9.30 A . M . 
J'lIly 14- L ongswn mp, 9 .30 A . M . (D. S . T .) Ziegel'" 

10 A. M . 
JlIl y 21- Hill. (G) . 9 .30 A . M. 
J u ly 2&- Longswamp, 9.30 A. M . (D. S. T .) Ziegel'., 

10 ..I . 'I. 
Aug. !l.30 A. M . 
Aug. ll- Longswamp, 9 .30 A . M . (D. S . T.) Z iegel'l, 

10 A. M. 
Aug. 13- HIiI. HA r vest Hom p. GprmAn , at 9 .30 A . 

III. Engli s h At 7.00 P . M. 
Ang. 25-Longswamp, 9.30 A . M . (D. S. T .) Zip !1el'e, 

II n r vpst H o m e, 10 A . M oo 
S ,'pt. I - Hill, 9.30 A . 111.. 
Se pt . S- 1 o ngsw nmp, Harvpst lI ome, 9.30 A . M . (D. 

S. T .) Zlegel's, 10 A. M. 
Sept (0), 9 .30 A. M. 
Sept. 22- Ziegel's, Communion , 9.30 A. M. Long-

swnm p . 2 P . M. (D. S. T .) 
Sprt !l .'O A . III. 
Oct. 6-l.ongswAmp, Communion, 9 .30 A . If. Zle.-

P . 1tf. 
Oct. 13- Hill . (l e rman , Commun'lon, 9.:10 A. M. 
O,· t. 2()..- Z i('gpl' s. 10 A . M. L o ngllwamp, 2 P. M. 

27- Hill , English Communion , 9.30 A. M. 
N ov. 3- Longsn- Amp. '10 A . M. Z iegel's, 2 P. M. 
Nov. ]0 · Hill. (0), 9.30 A. M . 
N ov. 17- Zi pgel's, ]0 A . M. LongSWRmp, 2 P . M, 
Nov . 9.30 A. M 
D pc. l - Longswamp. 10 A . M. Zlegel's, 2 P . If. 
Dec. S- H ill , (G), 9.30 A . M. 
Dec 1:)-Zi E'gel's, 10 A . M. Longswamp, 2 P . Ill. 
J)pP. 11.30 A . M. 
Dec. 29-Longswamp, 10 A . H . Zle«el's, 2 P . M. . .. 

At f,ongswamp ('horch, Peeparatoy Services win 
be h (' l<l Pridny pvenlng, 7 .30, before CommoD1on. 

At Z Jpgel's C hnrcb , Preparatory Services will be 
lu Id S lI l tlrunf evenlug, 7.30, befOl'e Communion. 

At Hi li C I.urch, Service will be all-
DtlUnrerl i n due ti IIf'. 

AI: nwmhers friends are eordlaU7 iDYite4 to 
thePe 

DONALD II. C. DGLUT, 
lfertatoW'u, ll. 1,. 

"Of'tr. IS - '} 

Preaching schedule for Longswamp Re-
formed Parish, Donald M. C. Englerr, pastor, 
1935. 



services into German churches, since English alternating 
with German eventually drives the German out 'o. 

These are typical sample of the Germanizi ng stance 
which continued in Pennsylvania throughout the 19th 
Century. The Americanizing movement is in a sense 
more complex, for it attacked both the High German 
language and the Pennsylvania Germa n dialect. I 
have recently republished what was perhaps the most 
violent antidia1ect blast that ever appeared in print in 
Pennsylvania, an anonymous newspaper editorial in the 
Lebanon Courier in 1858: 

As the inevitable product of this continued back-
ward motion, we now have the deEenerated, muti-
lated, confounded, hybrid creation which is made 
to answer the linguistic wants of the German di s-
tricts of Pennsylvania ... Indeed, we boldly assert 
that the Pennsylvania Dutch is an anachronism, a 
rotten relic of national ties, severed many years 
ago and consequently superseded by those of the 
adopted country; a decrepit remjniscence of a semi-
civilized epoch, unworthy of our age, which ought 
to be wiped off from existence". 

" See in particular. "Die Englisirung der Deutschen in Amer ika ," 
Ch. XXVI in Elrnst Ludwig]. Brauns, Practische Belehrungen 
und Rathschtage .fur Reisende und Auswanderer nach Amerika 
(Braunschweig, 1829), pp . 351 -369. He calls the Anglified Germans 
"Eirischdeutsche" . 

" This anonymous article appeared in the Lebanon Courier, 
January 29 , 1858, a nd February 26 , 1858. It was republi shed, with 
an introduction by Alfred L. Shoemaker, in The Pennsylvania 
Dutchman, 111 : 15 (January I , 1952), 2-3. For a length ly excerpt 
see Don Yoder , "Pennsylvania German Folklore Research," pp . 
155- 156. 

In an address at one of Pennsylvania's colleges in 
1875, George F. Baer went o n record as opposing the 
u e of the dialect for church services: 

As far as Pennsylva nia German is concerned, it 
is simpl y a dia lect, the patoi s of the Pfalz, with 
the addition of Engli sh words. It is a mistake to 
imagine that it can be brought to the level of a 
language which one can teach a nd use in literature 
for the exchange of thought. It can never become 
a literary language and it has always been used 
only in spoken form. Not for a moment would 
the Pennsylvania Germans permit its use in the 
pulpit. Just think what would happen if Luther's 
Bible translation or the maj estic old chorales and 
hymns were transformed into Pennsylvania German! 
And that in thi s day and age! It is impossible to 
create a literature in the Pennsylvania German 
language" . 

3. 
The 20th Century began with predictions of the 

rapid di sappearance of the dialect, now that High 
German was obviously being di splaced by English. 
The public schools stepped up their campaign to di s-
place the dialect with Engli sh. Older teachers who 
grew up "Dutch" and had become school adminis-

" George F. Baer, The Pennsylvania Germans. An Address 
Delivered at the Dedication oj Palatinate College, Myerstown, Pa ., 
December 23, 1875 (n.p., n .d.) ; the address also appeared in the 
Mercersburg Review, XXIII (1876), 248-267. For Baer 's career, see 
Dictionary oj American Biography, 1,489-490 . 

'ennsuluania llutc4 
mnrliqip 
_uin @1:ugt 2:00 p.m. 

iulU 4,1976 
Bicentennial Service, Kutztown Folk Festival, 1976. 
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tra tor did their bit to aid the decli ne of the di a lect. 
Dia lect was forbidde n in school and even on the school 
grounds - which has happened in other contexts with 
Span ish and Navaho and other A merican la nguages . 
( I have begun to reco rd these attit udes fro m ret ired 
teachers who lived thro ugh thi s a nti-di a lect period '3.) 

In the 1930' s what has been called a "d ia lect renai s-
sa nce" began in Pennsylva nia, with the fo undatio n of 
the Pennsylva nia German Folklo re Society (1 935) and 
the development of a who le seri es of di a lect institu-
tio ns invo lving " d ia lect events" po nso red by local 
groups'· . Ch ief a mo ng these new "events" was the 
so-ca lled Versam m ling, an a ll-dia lect evening gathering 
held o nce a yea r in a di a lect-speak ing community 'S . 
A va ri a nt was the Grundsau Lodch o r "Groundhog 
Lo dge" fo unded a t the sa me t ime to prov ide a di a lect 
evening with a hea rty mea l a nd p lent y of Dutch hum o r 
in the la te win ter , a ro und "Groundhog Day" o r Ca n-
dlemas (Februa ry 2). At the same time other di a lect 
"events" a rose - di a lect spelling bees a nd li a rs ' con-
tests. There was a t thi s t ime a lso a growth of di a lect 
theater a nd di a lect radio progra m '6 . 

No ne o f thi s, of course, was o rga nica ll y co nnected 
with religion , except tha t the Versal11l11linge were some-
tim es he ld in churches a nd min isters so metim es d e-
li vered th e ma in address o r Versall1l11ling Raed l7 . T he 
latest development in this cha in o f di a lect o rga ni za ti o ns 
has been the devel o pment within Pennsylva nia Ger-
ma n reli g io n o f di a lect church a nd Sunday Schoo l 
services. The deve lo pment o f a ll -di a lect services 
appea rs to have come in the 1940' s . (I a m no t pre-
pa red a t thi s time to review the entire hi sto ry a nd 
spread o f the movement. I a m, ho wever , resea rching 
its hi sto ry, gathering reco rdings ma de a t past service, 
co ll ecting th e di a lect progra ms, a nd by lett er a nd inte r-
view a ttempting to reco nstruct the mo ti va ti o n o f the 
movement fr o m the mini sters a nd laymen who a ppea r 
to be responsible fo r the pheno meno n. ) 

There a ppear to be three types of di a lect service in 
co nnecti o n with the Pennsylva ni a Germ a n churches: 

I . The first is the full liturg ica l service held in the 
Lu thera n o r Refo rmed (United) C hurch, often in the 
"unio n churches" over the co untryside wh ere bo th 
d eno min a tio ns have sha red a church building fr o m th e 

" See my Folk-cuh ura l Ques t io nna ires No . 19: " Pennsylvania 
Germa n and High German," Pennsylvania Folklife, XX :3 (Spri ng 
197 1), a nd o . 20: "The Co unt ry Schoo l," Pennsylvania Folklife, 
X X:4 (Sum mer 197 1) . 

" Fo r the Pennsylva nia German awa kening of the 1930's , see 
Ho mer T . Rosenbe rger , The Pennsylvania Germans, 1891-1965 
(Gell ys burg , Pennsylvania, 1966), Ch . VII , pp . 194-229 ; and Do n 
Yoder , " Pennsylva nia Germa n Fo lklore Research ," pp . 8 1-83 . 

" A . F. Kemp , "The Pennsylva ni a Germ a n Versa mm lin ge ," 
Penllsylvania German Folklore SocielY, IX (1 944), 187-2 18. 

" Al ben F. Buffi ngton , ed . , Th e Reichard ColleClion of Early 
Pennsylvania Gerlllan Dialogues and Plays (La ncaster , 1962) . 

" Russell W . Gi lbert , " The Oratory of the Pennsylvani a Germa ns 
a t the Versa mmlinge," Susquehanna Universily SlIIdies, I V (195 1), 
187-2 13; a nd " Pennsylvania German Versamml ing Speeches ," 
PellllSl"/mll ia Speech A III1/wl. X III ( 1956) . 3-20 . 
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Dialect Ser vice at Telford Lutheran Church, 1973. 
pio neer peri od . These "unio n churches" a re in a 
ve ry rea l sense fo lk institu tio ns express ing the Penn-
sylva nia G erm a n ethos . 'S 

If o ne ma ps the area where dial ect services have 
been a nd a re being held in Luthera n a nd Re fo rmed 
(Uni ted) churches , o ne find s th at the di a lect service 
territory ex tends fr o m North a mpto n Co unt y o n the 
No rtheast to Yo rk Co unty on the So uthwes t , including 
Lehigh, Mo ntgomery, Berk s, La ncas ter , Leba non, 
Schu ylkill , D a uphin, and Northumberl a nd Co unti es . 
Amo ng the individua l churches in vo lved (this is only 
a selecti ve li st) a re Emmanuel (Stone) C hurch a t 
Petersville / Northampton Count y, Forks Unio n Church 
of Stoc kert own / No rth a mpto n CO UIll Y, St. J o hn ' s 
U. e.e. Howertown / o rthampto n COUIll Y, St. Paul ' 
Uni o n C hurch , Trex lerto wn / Lehigh Co unt y, ew 
Beth el (Rosentha l) C hurch, Kempto n / Berk s Co unt y, 

" The " unio n churches " (gemeillschaflliche Kirchell) o f Eastern 
Pennsylva ni a a nd o ther areas sell led by Pennsylva ni a Germa ns, 
we re usua ll y jo int a rrangement s by th e Lu therans a nd Re fo rmed, 
who ow ned th e building in CO lllm o n, a nd a lte rna teu 'erv ices. Th ey 
were a na logous to the Simlll{(/nkirchell o f the Pa la tina te. For 
bib liography o n the Unio n Chu rc h, sec Do n Yoder , " Lutheran-
Refo rmed Uni on Pro po5als , 1800- 1850: An Am erica n Experimelll in 
Ecumenics, " Bullelin Theological Semillary of fh e E.'allgelical alld 
Reformed Church in Ihe Ulliled S{(lIe.l , X V II : 1 (J a nuary 1946), 
39-77 . 
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Service at Bindnage/'s Lutheran Church, 1977. 

Christ Lutheran Church, Dryville / Berks County, St. 
Paul' Church , Fleetwood / Berks County, Reed' s 
Church , Tulpehocken / Berks County, U.CC Church, 
Lenhartsville / Berks County, Friedens Lutheran Church 
Hegins / Schuylkill County, Christ Church , Leck Kill / 
Northumberland County, St. Paul' s (Artz ' s) Church, 
Sacramento / Dauphin County, Swamp Church, Rein-
holds / Lancaster County, St. Jacob 's U.CC Church, 
Brodbecks / York County; and Mt. Carmel Lutheran 
Church, York County. 

In most cases these services are spon sored by the 
churches themselves, or by lay groups within them. 
In other cases they are sponsored by organizations 
such as the dialect group which call s itself the 
"Fereinicht Pennsylfawnish Deitsch Fulk, Inc." which 
sponsors dialect services at various churches in East-
ern Pennsylvania every Spring and Fall 19 • There are 
now so large a number of churches holding dialect 
services, if only once a year per church, that one 
can, by traveling about, attend a dozen or more 
dialect services from Spring to Fall. 

Among the Lutheran and Reformed (United Church) 
ministers and lay speakers who star (or starred) at the 
dialect services are Clarence Rahn of Berks County, who 
was also a star performer at the Versammlinge and 
Grundsow Lodches; Ralph E. Starr of Berks County; 
Paul D. Yoder of York County; Franklin F. Glass-
moyer; Richard Druckenbrod; Donald Geschwindt; 

" The " Ferein icht Pennsylfa wnish Dei tsch Fulk Inc." is made 
up principally of dia lect-speaking residents o f Lehigh , Northamp-
ton, and Berks Counties, Pennsylvani a. They also sponsor a 
country school museum a nd publish a journa l called Da Ausauga, 
now in its fifteenth vo lume. 

Sterling Schnell; J. William Wartluft; Merril Q. 
Ressler; Harlan Breininger; Sherwood Haas; Frank W. 
Ruth; Clarence G. Reitnauer; Roy W. Meck; and Larry 
Neff. In addition some German-speaking ministers from 
the " sects" have been pressed into preaching duty in 
the "churches" - a favorite among these was Peter 
Gress , Bishop of the United Zion's Children in Lan-
caster County. 

2. The second type of dialect service is the evan-
gelistic type service, held by the evangelistic sects - the 
United Brethren and Evangelicals, now United Metho-
dist, and others - church organizations which were 
the product of acculturation between German pietism 
in Pennsylvania and Anglo-American Methodism, with 
the preponderant formative influence from the latter20 • 

Since these denominations were anti-liturgical, the Ger-
man which they used in preaching in the 19th 
Century was said to be closer to dialect than the 
German used by the college and seminary-educated 
Lutheran and Reformed clergy. Some of them, 
"Mose" Dissinger for one example, developed into 
genuine Vo/ksprediger 21 . 

Besides, the evangelistic churches developed a strong 
native hymnodic tradition which was partially in the 

" For the influence of Anglo-American revivali m on the Penn-
sylvania German churches and sect , see Paul H . Eller, " Reviva l-
ism -and th e Germ an Churches o f Pennsyl vania, 1783- 1816," 
unpublished Ph .D. dissertation , Univer ity of Chicago, 1933 ; a l 0 
Don Yoder , Pennsylvania Spirituals (Lancaster , Pennsylvania, 1961). 

" See Tho mas R. Brendle, "Moses Diss inger," in Milton Rubin-
cam and Thomas R. Brendle, William Rillenhouse and Moses 
Dissinger, Two Eminent Pennsylvania Germans (Scottdale, Penn-
sylvani a , 1959) . 
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dialect. This involved the so-called " Dutch Choruses" 
whi ch I have ana lyzed in my book Pennsylvania 
Spirituals (J 961) 22 . These were an American hyb rid 
product of German language and the Anglo-American 
camp-meeting songs wllich fu ed when the ca mp-
meeting o r "bush-meet ing," as Pennsylvanians ca lled 
it, reached Pennsylvania soon afte r 1800. A body 
of severa l hundred "choruses" (white spirituals) were 
developed, many of which a re still known and loved 
especia ll y by older singers who grew up before 1900 
when the camp-meeting and rev iva l song tradition 
was still German (or bilingual) in language. 

In my recording of thi liv ing fo lksong trad itio n -
actua ll y it is the on ly still functional fo lk- o ng tra-
dition among the Pennsylvania Germans apa rt from 
the "slow tunes" (Iangsame Weisen) of the Old 
Order Amish and the Old Order Mennonites23 -

in a dozen counties of Ea tern and Central Penn-
ylva ni a in 1946- 1952 and 1959- 1961 I found that 

my best inform ants were those born in the 1870's 
and 1880' s . They knew the fuller ver ion of the 
chorus-verse pattern, they kn ew the o lder modal tunes 
associated with the ea rli est stratum of the camp-
meet ing music'", they knew the long chains of verses 
which are associated with each chorus. My younger 
informants often were strong on the choruses and 
weak on the verses , producing a trunca ted versio n of 
the songs. Because of the love of the people of these 
evangelistic denominations for their own "choruses, " 
they are strongly featured in the di alect services 
of these churches . Sometimes they are advertised 
as "Engli sh and German Hymn Sings" or "Song 
Services" . 

One of my dea r fri ends and informant s from the 
E.U.B. church, the Reverend Harry M. Tobias, is 
one of the leaders in thi s movement in his own 
group of churches's . In a letter to me dated April 
27, 1967, he li sted "a few" of the coming dialect 
event of that year in which he was to participate: 
a) April 16th Pennsylvania German service in Fontana 

EUB at 7:30, sing and preach. 

" See also Albert F. Buffingto n, " Dulchijied German " Spiriluals, 
Lancas ter, 1965. 

" For transcriptions of the Amish " slo w tunes," see Joseph W . 
Yoder, Amische Lieder (Huntingdon , Pennsylvani a, 1942). Fo r the 
mos t recent li st of works o n Amish hymnody, see Don Yoder , 
" What to Read o n the Amish," Pennsylvania Folklije, XVIII:4 
(Summer 1969), 14- 19. 

" George Pullen J ac kson, the leadi ng re ea rcher in the "whit e 
spiritual" fie ld , traced man y camp-meeting LUnes lO what he 
ca lled the "Celt ic stra in" of American folk music, the da nces 
a nd fo lkso ng tunes fro m the Briti sh Isles, man y of them in the 
more unusual modes , which were part of the American folk 
repertoire in the 18t h Century. See his While Spirituals oj the 
SO lllhem Uplands (Hatboro , Pen nsylvan ia, 1964), second edition. 

" For Harry M . To bia , his ca reer as minister and songleadcr, 
a nd some songs as sung by him , see Pennsylvania Spirituals, 
pp. 169- 172,224,293; songs nos. 20, 28. 33 , 8 1. 
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b) May 14th EU B Bicentenn ia l at Long's Barn near 
Neffsville. This will be a la rge service, pos ibly 
10,000 people. I have 10 min. for Pennsylvania 
German singing. 

c) May 21 st a Pennsylvania German program in 
Ruhls EU B as part of our centennial. unday 
School at 2 P .M. (Pennsylvania German), Rev . 
John Burkholder, teacher. German service at 
3 P.M. , Rev. Monroe Dourts the German preacher. 
Rev. Miller will be the so ng leader and I' ll 
be the Liturgist. 

d) July 10th at 7:30 P.M. Pennsylvania German 
service at Bowman' s Park [Camp Meeting] near 
Lehighton . 

e) Jul y 30th at 10:30 A.M. preach for the Schaeffers-
town 2-day celebration. The 3 churche of 
Schaefferstown will combine for thi s event and 
will be held on the Schaeffer farm, and in the 
barn in the event of rain. 

f) August 27th Cocalico Church of the Brethren, 
E ngli sh and German Hymn Sing. 

The events listed by my informant appear to be very 
close to the grass-roots level of Pennsylvania German 
culture and reveal a growing interrelationship on thi s 
level between the evangelistic churches and the "plain 
sects" (Mennonite, Brethren). In a sense thi s rings 
true to the "folk" character of the evangeli ti c move-
ment which has been commented on in detail both 
by Heinz Kloss (1937) '6 and myself (1961) " . 

3. The third type of dialect service is the all-
dialect Sunday School.The Sunday School is a lay-
controlled institution wherever it is encountered in 
American Protestantism, and it is natural that it 
should come to express. the linguistic preferences of 
the parishioners in the Pennsylvania German churches. 
One of the pioneer spots to begin thi s movement was 
the Huff' s Church (Die Huffa Kaerrich) at Hereford 
in Berks County, Pennsylvania, a Union Lutheran 
and Reformed (United) Church. Here the Sunday 
School superintendent, Clarence G . Reitnauer , is re -
ponsible for its development. The Huff' s Church 
"Pennsylfawnish Deitch Sunedag Shul," as it is called 
in the bulletin, is held in May each year. The 
services are held in the afternoon - am halwer drei -
in the large second-story sanctuary of the country 
church which seats at least 900 people . I attended 
the first of these in 1969 and the church was full . 

4. 
How can one analyze thi s development, so recent, 

so tentative, and yet so important to the people 
within whose culture the phenomenon has developed? 

" Kloss , UII1 die EillillgulIg des DeUlschalllerikallertLilns. 
17 Pennsylvania Spirilllals, Ch. III , " Bush-Meet ing Religion: A 

Socio logical Ana lys is," particu lar ly pp . 11 4- 11 6. 
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To all who are vlSI lIng Wlih liS today. we e,(lelld. In the 
name of ehTlst , a hearty welcome. May yUIi ,,,'el here an 
experience of true ehTlstlan worshIp and [ellm\ sll/p . If you 
are seeking a church ho me, we In vile you tu !.Illite w/th us 

Cover oj dialect program, Great Swamp United 
Church, 1975. 

It appears at this stage of my research that there 
are three principal approaches one might take, the 
liturgical-church historical, the linguistic, and the socio-
logical approach involving acculturation and ethnic 
identity theory. 

I. From the liturgical standpoint the dialect services 
represent in the case of the Lutheran-Reformed groups 
a reversal of opinion on dialect use in church ser-
vices from the widespread attitude in the 19th Century 
that the dialect was too "common" for liturgical 
use. (Statements by George F. Baer 28 and S. K. 
Brobse 9 can be recalled here.) The dialect was all 

" Baer, The Pennsylvania Germans, p. 24, cited supra. 
" In 1850 Samuel Kistler Brobst made the statement, "Zu 

unserm haben wir schon zu verschiedenen Malen ver-
nommen, dass Lehrer, die doch gut deutsch reden kbnnen, penn-
sylvanisch-baurisch-deutsch reden, wenn sie Kinder unterrichten. 
Ja, wir hbrten schon von Predigern, die z. B. bei Sonntagsschul-
Festen sich einer ganz gemeinen Bauern-Sprache auf der Ka nzel 
bedienten" ("Schlechtes Deutsch beim Unterricht," from the Jug-
end/reund, quoted in the United Brethren church paper, Ge-
scha/tige Martha, November 26, 1850. Sunday Schools were insti-
tutions which were usually low-church and controlled by the laity. 
They entered the Lutheran and Reformed churches through the 
influence of Anglo-Amer.ican revivalism . 

right for the "sects" who didn't know any better , 
who boasted of their lack of academic trai ning for 
the ministry, but not for the "churchly" groups. 
For the latter it was a case of either standard Ger-
man or English. Today, when the High German has 
disappeared from the scene, and English liturgy has 
conquered, the Lutheran-Reformed group can press 
for recognition of dialect liturgy and hymnody at least 
for an annual commemorative service. While the 
services can now profit by using a full and good 
dialect translation of the four gospels done by a 
local German professor named Ralph C. Wood (he 
began with the gospel of Matthew which he published 
in Germany in 1955 and in 1968 published the four 
gospels)30, the hymns sung at many of these dialect 
services represent a lower level of literary achieve-
ment. In fact one might say that they represent 
a popular-culture influence on the liturgical churches, 
since the majority of them are simply translations 
into dialect of common Anglo-American "gospel 
songs3 ! ." In a sense, then, we can interpret the dialect 
services, judging them liturgically and church-historic-
ally as a partial reshaping of the "churchly" tradi-
tion by the popular-culture approach of the evangelistic 
groups. 

A more formal collection of worship materials for 
dialect services was prepared in 1974 by Pastor Fred-
erick S. Weiser and published in Der Reggeboge: 
Quarterly oj the Pennsylvania German Society, VIll:2 
(June 1974) . It includes the Lord's Prayer translated 
by Russell W. Gilbert, Opening Versicles translated 
by Pastor Larry M. Neff and Russell W. Gilbert; the 
23rd, 27th, 84th, 90th, and 121st Psalms (Gilbert); 
and these original hymns: "Gott, nemm mich an der 
Hand," "Gott hot die Welt recht gut gemacht," and 
"Gott iss mei Freind im ganse Yaahr," by Gilbert. 
Translations of hymnic materials include several by 
Pastor Neff: "Holy, Holy, Holy," "0 for a thousand 
tongues to sing," "0 God our help in ages past," 
and "0 worship the King"; two by the late Arthur D : 
Graeff: "How great thou art" and "Jesus, I live to 
thee"; and the rest by Gilbert: "Rise up, 0 men of 

)O Ralph C. Wood, Es Evangelium vum Mal/heus: Aus der 
griechische Schprooch ins Pennsilvenideitsch iwwersetZi (Stuttgart, 
1955); "The Four Gospels Translated into the Pennsylvania German 
dialect, " Publications 0/ the Pennsylvania German Society, I (1968), 
7-184 . 

" "Gospel songs" or "gospel hymns" were popular-culture re-
ligious songs based on Bible themes. They were created for urban 
revival meetings of the post-Civil War era, as for example the 
Moody and Sankey revivals of the 1870'. They were poems, 
with chorus, set to popular music which one commentator referred 
to as "music hall tunes". They are very different in . spirit 
from the Kernlieder of the Lutheran and Reformed traditions . 
For the gospel song in Pennsylvania, see Pennsylvania Spirituals, 
pp. 5, 423-429. Among the most active translators of English 
gospel songs into Pennsylvania German versions are Ralph Starr, 
William LaRose, Larry Neff, Florence Baver, and Hattie Brunner. 
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DfR FQRSCHPIEL ----MRS. BETTY GESOf:1INOT 

- ES AIRSCHT LIED-"Kum D..r Gott .. 
- DIE ANrlUFUrG 

ES AIRSOiT CHO I R LIED - "Se Ucha Ruhhdt" - BIU\l18r 
DI E KEILICHJ.. SCHR IFT - J ohann h 1411-6 
ES GESAYOT 
ES TSWETT CHOIR LIED - "Gott, NeITlTl M1 c h An Del' Hand "' 

Gilbe rt 
ES TSWEn LIED - " Tzeek Mt ch Nache r" 
SAACHE BEKAWiT IIJICHE 
DIE FREI GEB ICH UPFER 
OR IGEL IoOJS IK 

-GESAYDT 
ES BREOD ICH LIED - "Yasu s , l ch Leb Zu 01 1'-
DIE BREOC'ICH -"Sea Ou Gottes Lonm " 

Beim Bisho p Pete r Grus 
EN GEBAYDT UNO A,.., l'ASUS SE I GESAYDT 

- ES LETSCHT LI ED - "Wohn tn Mere" 
- DER SEGEN UNO OREIFAOf AMEN 
- DE R NACHSCHPIELE 

-Mil' Bitten. Luss Uns Aufstehan 

.v.I YASUS SEI GEMYDT 
UNSER FATER , or.r-ooBIOCJifU'-'HIUA..e:L , GEHEILlGT 

DEIIiA MMA. UEI N REICH KQI./o' E . OE I WILL IE GE-
SCHEHE AUF EI\9EN , Y'IE 1M UNSER TAGLICH BROT 
GIEB UNS HEUTE. UNO VE flGIEB UUS UUSRE SCHULO£N , WIE 
AUCH "'IR FERGEBEN UNSERN $CHULOIGEN. UND fUHRE UNS 
NICHT IN FErSUCHUN:i, SOt-DfRN ERLOSE UNS F(»! BASCW . 
OENN OE IN 1ST OAS REICH , UNO DIE KRAFT, Ut.1) HERRLICH-
KElT IN A.ME N. 

MIR !ELLA FEU .... DUNK ZU DIE HATTIE BRUNNE r. FA 
DES AI RSCHT CHOIR LIE D, DIE SCHR IFT UMJ ES LETSOH 
LIED IVve qsETZA . 

DA BISH<P PETE R GRESS I S KENN FRE Ioi-IE P. ZU UNS LI ET . AW 
'/liAR G£8ORRA Uti) UFFGABRUOiT I N UNSER NCCHBARSOUFT. 
MI R SJN ALL FROH OS En KOMMA HUT KErlliA. 

/III R S IN DR ,i IG FOOH EICH ALL 'I'f IOOER !SU S EHNA . KUI4( rKCH 
EFTER AN DIE ALT SQ;.iUJ,IM[; R KA Rr. I CH . IHR SEID GE"HISS 
Ol.FARDT ALSO , IHR SEW AU EIGALA.IDA FA IN 
UNSER SOC I AL HALL ZU GAE NOOi DIE BREDDICH FA KOFFEE 
UN XOOOiA UNO MlT NUNNCR ZU SOiWEITlA. 

EIN GROSSER DANK ZU ALL DIE OSS G ' HOLFA KEN DES FIERT 
DEUTSCHE REIOI BE l NUNNE R ZU HOLTA. lOSS UtiS NET 
UNSER HllODE R SPROCX:H FERGESSA . 

DIE OUDORR BLU,. ... .E SIN GEVVA BEl OA JIM UN LILLI E 
EMES IN OAS GEDA NKNI S I HRA GELlEBTA. 

The Swamp Church (United Church of Christ) features dialect services. 

Die Aiirscht 

Pennsylfawnish Deitsch Kaerrich 

Der Acht Un Zwanzisht June 1959 

bei da 

51. John's vee Kaerrich 

Kutztown, Pa. 

Am Faddel ivver Tseya 

Die Bredicher 

Der Paare Richard Druckenbrod 

F unn Die Plainfield Kaerricher, Pa. 

Der Paare Aaron Brumbach 

F unn Kutztown, Pa. 

On Die AriegeJ Jean Bortz 

1. "um Du Alnechtler Go tt , 
Helf uns De l singa I 
lie U tn de l' Lobe . 
Fa t e r mit Herrl1chkc tt, 
Ivver al tu s g 'wl nsc ht , 
Kum un rule tvver uns, 
En l ongie t nt t . 

2 . Ya su s, 0 Go tt , kum how, 
0 1 unse r Fiend shic k fardt , 
Luss uns n e t hIla , 
Luss Dei Almechti ch ke it , 
Unse r Fe r slche rlng sel ; 
Mel Sec Ie tsu d e r e wlnsh i c n , 
Go tt , hall' uns 0 1. 

3 . Kum. geb uns Helltche r Droscht . 
Dei hellich t ze l gness schlog f o re . 
In da rra schtunn . 
Du W\.t Almechti ch blscht , 
Ru l e In yade rm ha rt :, 
we net bnn un s we i t fardt , 
Gr eftlche r Ge l sch t . 

4 . Du bischt yo d r e i In a im , 
Aaviche r l obe fe r Dich , 
Aavich 50 fard t. 
De i grOS'5e r Kaynlch Reic k 
Gae ' n mlr in Lu !.hda ne l , 
Laav a so fa rd t , 
Liebe und E:hre . Amen . 

This one was in 1967. 

St. 
1959. 

John's United Church, Kutztown, Program, 
Held in connection with the Folk Festival. 

Huff's Church Program, 1973. Cover design by 
Clarence C. Reitnauer. 
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God," "Now thank we all our God," "My God! How 
wonderful thou art," "I need thee, precious Jesus," 
"Abide with us, our Savior," and "What a Friend we 
have in Jesus". Finally there are two camp-meeting 
spirituals: "Ich will schaffen," and "0, wie lieblich 
iss Yesus" . 

The booklet has already been widely used at dialect 
services in various parts of the Pennsylvania German 
area. While it is premature to plot its long-range 
effects, its range of song and the high quality of its 
translations will undoubtedly aid in restoring a churchly 
tone to the dialect services in the churches. As good 
money drives out bad, so good translations may re-
place the insufficient variety . 

2. Linguistically the services can be analyzed from 
their relationships with literary German, spoken dialect 
of everyday communication, and liturgical English. 
(Fortunately I have available over a dozen recordings 
of separate services which will be useful for linguistic 
as well as for event-analysis. ) The "translations" 
of liturgical elements used in the services are closer 
to standard German or liturgical English versions 
depending on whether the translator was a German 
professor within the culture, a minister with SGme 
knowledge of the older German liturgy, or a lay-
man who knows only English and the everyday dialect. 
While some elements, like hymn translations, are now 
diffusing widely, there is enough local inspiration in 
the composition of the dialect liturgies to point to 
the value of comparative study . One sample of this 
approach is to compare the different expressions used, 
for only one example, for the term "church service". 
They range from "Gottesdienst" (pure German) to the 
coined translation "Kaerriche Dienscht" (literally 
"church service") which has no analogue in German, 
with the midpoint reached in the expressions 
"Deitsche Kaerrich" (German Church) and "Deitsche 

Breddich" (German Sermon, i.e., Service). Both of 
the latter are justifiable in the dialect on the analogy 
of the two dialect expressions for" Harvest Home" -
"Aernkaerrich" (literally, Harvest Ch urch) and "Aern-
breddich" (literally, Harvest Sermon)32 . 

3. Sociologically we can look at the phenomenon 
in the framework of acculturation theory and more 
recently, ethnic identity theory" . Acculturation theory 
explains the earlier stages of the linguistic develop-
ment of the culture, with the shift from German to 
English in the official levels of the culture. Ethnic 
identity theory may provide a sharper focus for the 
analysis of the recent development of dialect institu-
tions ranging from the "secular" Versammling to the 
"sacred" dialect liturgy. The dichotomy "sacred-
secular" is not absolute here, because at the Ver-
sammling, as Russell W. Gilbert points out (1956), 
the Versammling Raed or "fersammling address" 
contains both humor and a moralizing thrust 14 • It 
is frequently given by ministers and is in fact a kind 
of secular sermon or what the Pennsylvania Germans 
used to call a "Waerdagsbreddich" (weekday sermon). 
And the dialect services are not without their humor, 
particularly in the sermon illustrations (exempla have 
a way always of reaching popular and even folk 

" Don Yoder, " Harvest Home," Pennsylvania FolkliJe, IX:4 
(Fall 1958),2- 11. 

" Milton M. Gordon, AssimilO1ion in American LiJe: The Role 
QJ Race, Religion, and National Origins (New York , 1964); 
Erik H . Erikso n, " Psychosocia l Identity," International t.ncyclo-
pedia oj the Social Sciences, VII, 61 -65, with basic bibliography; 
see also Erikso n' s Identity: Youth and Crisis (New York, 1968). 

" Russell W. Gilben, " Religious Services in Pennsylvania Gennan ," 
Susquehanna University Studies, V:4 (May 1956), 277-289 . 

I:' IE LESSENT FER HEIT 
Suit m'r 1m Shiff blciva" 

Matthf-v 14 22·33 

OlE HEILleH ')HRIFI U-Cn"'1 noach-dcr-hond hut Yae.u. g'.1!. ... 1 lIIt'\ Yinller 
.Ulla ('s Shift nemma un noch der onner ."Ie geh. well 
Er die 1i,.1" LeU rert shlckll dItoet John II 11-14 

lI-lch bin der Cule Shoaf-Heeder Oer Cui., Shoaf-
Heeder lebbl lei L.ev. fer die Shoaf 
i:l-Owwer aener o. le-dlngll., un .egenl die 
Shoat nat, Ihprongl len won der Wulf kumnH. un 
lUll! die Shoaf I-lea. Der Wulf fonal .Iael. un die 
onnera Ihprtnga alll- ... aeaa ferl. 
13- Der Ge-d,ng! Monn lehl ferl. da- .... ell 01 er }ulhl 
Iilt-donll I •. un er lebhl nill um die Shoaf 
1-1 ·rch bin der Cule Shoaf-Heeder un Ich kenn mel 
Shoaf. un d,e Shoat kellna M1Ch 

l-Oer Herr 'I mel Shoat-Heeder. I <.: h hob kcn Monlel 
l Er mOlchl mlch nunner-!ell In der ar"en.) Wayl. Er 
tlerl mlch on'l IhUli "/Oller 
J-E,' dutt mel S .. el ufl-bo ...... II. Er nemml mtch darrlch 
d"r Gt-recht Waee:. well ,ell Sci Will .. I. 
I-Won Ich a ... darra(h'. [)awl I .... t. wuh d('" Shodd. 
tom Doedt II, t .. rrlchl Ich mtch nil. well Duh bel 
mler blthl Del Shlecko un Ocl Shluck die drae.hta 
mlch 
S-Ouh .el.hl en Duch, toll E •••. fer ml'h. erawl bel 
meln. Felnd. Ouh du.h t Aei un mel Kupp_ Mel 
Keilich I. ful, un lawlt Iwwer 
B- Ich.bln .hure o. CulCI un Ba-rrem-l'LOirl1;tch-klel 
I1;U mler kumml, aUa .bw, tuun mclm I..lIev .. , un tch 

aewlch In Coue.' Hou. wuhna 

23-'Vle Er die Irol. drupp I..ell fcrt g'.hlckl k'hot hUI 
I. Er. lonl-a-Ieh. uff der Barrick Ionia. (er- balta 

Bei .ellen lI.ell wor'. Shiff m,tta 1m Sa.e. un die 
Well. hen', rum g'.hml.,IIa Per IVLnd IS d('r lelia 
wa"l kumma 
2S- Darrlch d,e Nochl I. Ynelu. litU ehnl> c:e-Iu(fa 
kumma. uff em Woeeer 
26-WIt' die y,nlj;er- Ehn g-.eh"" hen. uff'rn VOlser 
law fa. 18'na der Fer-.htond 011 ... erra. IH" hen lIe-ma.ln. 
ee Mear en C;ellhl. S,e hen I.ch arri<;k 1I·(ar-r-,<.:ht 
27-Owwt'r Irawt noh hut Yaelulll au ehna g'lIhw-eI71. In 
hut 11' ... ,,1. "Se.1 In MUler mOOIl. es I. Mich. ,cll nal 
bonl " 
2a-Noh hut der Peter ,'Iaw-t. "Herr. won'. rl,h I •• 
"wl! Ich .ull tzu Ncr kumma uH'. Wo "r . 
29-Noh hut Yae.u. g'eawt. "Kumm ,. Peler 
OUI'm Shi ff ... or, I. er uff'm Wo •• er lIe-1u(b. ,Ielch 
Y.elul 
30-\\'Ie er owwer der arrlck Sht.lr-rem ,'.d,n;! hut. Is 
e r bonl werra. un .... -Ionl!a unn. .eIL. :\0>1 tou! .. 
ruhfa. " Herr '3fe mlch " 
:U-Noh hut Yaelul Sci Hond nou. R'.hlr .. ,» hl.lt ehn 
g' (ong3. un hut I'lawt. "l)uh huehl 80 .... enll'. t. r.law" .. 1 
Fer·wo., hushl dl.l h lIe-l2. ... elvelt., .. 
32-1Yle Yae,uI un der Peler In'l Shiff Iounu·I., In. hut 
lIer Shtll rrem gnwl noach le-Iu.SI 
33- rll: WOI .m ShUf wora. lin kumma un hen' ae.L.fI 
aw-ge-b6}t. un hen I'.awl. "Worll ch. r"uh COII(,III' 
Sohn " 

Dialect Sunday School, Huff's Church, 1970. Scripture readings, center and right. 
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levels) and Sunday School exhortations 3s • And, as is 
proper for Pennsylvania German culture, both in-
stitutions often include sociali zing and eating together. 
It is significant that the central institution of the cul-
ture, the Church, at last has felt the pull of the 
linguistic preferences of its people. While the dialect 
service movement has little relation to the 
earlier Germanizing tendency in the culture (unless it 
could be explained as a mild and gentle form of Anthony 
Wallace's nativist o r revitalization movement?)36, it 
does make clear the fact that the dialect is now 
thought important enough to be used in the "sacred " 
atmosphere of the Church . 

Dialect services have faced the same range of atti-
tudes in other German cultures as in the Pennsylvania 
German culture . An important example is the move-
ment to introduce Low German (Plattdeutsch) services 
in North German areas where High German never 
established itself completely. Albrecht Jobst in his 
volume Evangelische Kirche und Volkstum (1929) 37 
cites an anon ymous article, published by a clergyman 
in the Evangelische Zeitung in 1829, which " points 
up the difficulties which lie in the way of a Low 
German peasant' s understanding of the High German 
language." He called for the "elevation" of regional 
dialect to liturgical language and with it the creation 
of a dialect devotional literature . Plattdeutsch ser-
mons and Bible instruction were begun bu t they no-
where di splaced High German. In most cases the 
kernel of the service remained High German - prayers, 
hymns, and liturgy - while the se rmon and Bible 
instruction were given in the local dialect. In the 
20th Century the demand shifted to a full Platt-
deutsch liturgy and Plal/deutsch hymnody to match. 
Some sporadic progress was made in this area, although 
as Jobst points out, "the translation of high German 
hymns into Plattdeutsch turns out, from experience, 
very seldom favorably, and for the composition of 
(new) Plattdeutsch hymns as well as a Plattdeutsch 

" Preaching in the European vernacu lars had of course a long 
history in Europe . One of the most famous of vernacular preachers 
was Bernard ino of Siena, whose Prediche Volgari are in Sienese 
dialect. "When I go about preaching fro m place to place," 
he wro te, " I no sooner arrive at a particu la r spot. than I 
diligently stri ve to acquire the popular dia lect. Thus I have laboured , 
and ended by speaking to people o n a variety of topics in their 
own tongue". According to his biographer, he a lso "adopted a 
style access ible and appropriate to the muliitude, interlarded with 
popular dicta, bywords and proverbs" (Paul Thureau-Dangin, 
Saint Bernadine of Siena, translated ' by Baroness G. von Hugel 
(London, 1906), p . 174 . For his exalllpla, including fab les, see 
pp. 176- 179 . For the exampla in general, see Frederick C. Tubach, 
Index Exemplorwn (Helsinki, 1969) . 

" Anthony F. C. Wallace. " Revita li zation Movements." American 
Al1Ihropologist, 58 ( 1956), 264-281; see also his Religion: An 
Anthropological View (New York, 1966). 

" Albrecht. Jobst, Evangelische Kirche und VolkstUln: Ein Beitrag 
Zlir Geschichte der Volkskunde (SlUll gart, 1938), pp. 224-228. 
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translation of the Bible the ta lent of a genius are 
required if the work is to succeed." I n my re-
searches in the German colonies in Rio Grande do 
Su i in 1969 [ found that of the severa l varietie of 
ethnic German settlement in that Brazilian province 
only the Pomeranians had succeeded in usi ng a 
dialect (Pommerplal/) liturgy. Copies of the liturgy 
were preserved in manuscript by the clergy so that the 
dialect movement there (and the wave had already 
passed its crest in 1969) had not reached the level 
of general acceptance. 

Surely in an age when the "folk mass" and the 
"jazz mass" can enter the sacred atmosphere of the 
Catholic and Episcopal services, when li turgica l dance 
has been rediscovered by the Christian Church , and 
when liturgies have been vernacula ri zed in Catho licism 
and the liturgical Protestant churches, the movement 
for dialect services in the Pennsylvan ia German speak-
ing parishes of Eastern and Central Pennsylvania can 
be seen for what it is - a significant effort from the 
grass roots to preserve and maintain the Pennsylvania 
German mother tongue. It is significant that the 
Church, which was the last traditional institution in 
the Pennsylvania German community to preserve High 
German, should be the last of the older institutions 
in the culture to attempt to preserve Pennsylvania 
German. 

ZION 
United Church of Christ 

MillERSVillE. PENNSYLVA NIA 

THE REV J. ROBERT AC HTERM ANN . Pm'o, 

A Germ." Service in the tro1dition of the Reformed Church 

February 2, 1975 
3 ,00 p .m . 

A f ew Eastern Pennsylvanian churches ha ve held 
commemoralive services in High German. This one 
was at Millersville in Lancaster County. 
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